
For Unto Us a Child is Born
Christmas is all about babies. 
He was born on December 23rd and placed in the arms of his teenaged mother. About an hour later he was 
in the arms of God. 

Last year, on the morning of December 29th, we buried our Christmas baby. 

On that day we stood with her on ice crusted grass around the smallest of caskets.  The young mother opened 
her mouth in a silent agonizing cry.  We parents have all seen children do this when they are really hurt.  Their 
faces contort in pain and their mouths open to cry —only there is no sound.  It is only when we begin to 
actually hear their cries that we know they will be okay. And when that happens we hold them, rock them, 
comfort them and kiss their injuries “all better.”

On that morning our grieving Madonna was being held by our senior chaplain, Ms. Wheaton and surrounded 
by three very young homeless friends.  Absent was her mother, who at last contact had said she wanted noth-
ing to do with her pregnant daughter.  Absent was her father, who was incarcerated for crimes too heinous to 
name.   Absent was the father of the baby, who had recently, in a rage, threatened to kill the mother of his child.

Tonight, as I remember that day and that mother’s sorrow I am reminded that tonight there are fifteen pregnant 
women staying with us in shelter and a host of families including 53 children. 

Folks are often surprised when they visit us at the Mission to note that the atmosphere is amazingly joyful.  
There is a happy hum in the Christmas season.  Children are delighted to be out of school and hoping for 
snow. Their parents are hopeful that a new year—a new decade even—will bring better times.  Perhaps there 
will be a job or a permanent place to live.  Maybe–just maybe–things will get better.

But for the young mother who just buried her only child, hope was shrouded in tears that day.

And so when I read from the scripture that  “God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall 
be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are 
passed away” the promise is more precious than it was last year when a baby was about to be born and our 
focus was on celebration rather than the remembrance of a little one who could not cry.  He was with us so 

This little girl gave us much more than a smile!

December 2-23, 2nd Helpings
Thurs., Fridays 5 - 7 p.m.  
Gift Wrapping 

December 4 - 2nd Helpings 2 - 
4 p.m. Artist Reception  
George Shumate

December 14 
Adopt-a-family Gifts Due

December 22-24 
Cookiie Cake & Candy Due

December 25, Friday. 1 p.m. 
Christmas Feast

January 8, 2nd Helpings 
2 - 4 p.m. Artist Reception  
Sally Mook, Aileen Flescher

January 13,   
Thursday  5:30 -6:30 p.m.
Eve Network Meetingr

January 19,   
Wednesday Noon 
Auxiliary Luncheon

January 20,  Medical Clinic 
Thursday 5:30 p.m. 
Bless My Sole 

January 23,  
Wednesday, 2 p.m.  
Friends & Family Quarterly 
Event 

January 23,  
1 - 4 p.m. Souper Bowl 
(rain/snow date January 30)

February 3,  
Thursday 5:30 p.m. 
MENistry - volunteer!
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For More Information  
Call (540) 343-7227 
rescuemission.net 
drumstickdash.net

2nd Helpings 
(540)491-9405  Shop/Gallery
(540) 491- 9409  Cafe 
2ndhelpings.org

to receive this newsletter 
online visit 
rescuemission.net

Soups On!
Attend our Souper Bowl at the Taubman Museum, Sunday 
January 23, 1-4 p.m. to benefit the Rescue Mission and RAM House.

Sample signature soups by 20 local chefs in  handcrafted bowls 
made by local potters.

Tickets are $20 and last year they sold out, so don’t wait to reserve 
your bowl!  For information call (540) 387-0234 or Q99 fm.com

Tickets go on sale January 7, 2011

Volunteer !
Painters & Cleaners 

to deep clean and paint kitchen 
between 8 p.m. and 12 a.m.

Pantry workers 
to unload trucks and stock food 

donations Monday – Friday  
between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.

Shelter Desk Helpers, 
Women & Children’s Center:   

Wednesdays & Fridays  
6- 9 p.m.

Housekeeping – 
general cleaning:  

weekdays, time varies

Thrift Store baggers and 
Dock Workers:   

Monday – Saturday 
 between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m.
Leslie@rescuemission.net   

(540) 777-7651



Making Mission Possible:
•	 The Roanoke Woman’s Foundation gave the Mission a $58,000 grant! 

•	 Food Lion awarded a grant in the amount of $3,000 for food. 

•	 The Rescue Mission was awarded the 
BB&T Lighthouse Project grant for 
2010.  They purchased 36 new metal 
beds, painted family rooms, purchased 
new sheets and provided supplies for 
the Back to School Blast. 

•	 1st Wesleyan Church youth pinned 
and pinned and pinned 4,000 sets of 
pins for the Drumstick Dash runner’s 
bibs.

•	Orvis donated 500 red plastic cups to 
our kitchen.

•	 Bonsack UMC delivered a panel van 
load of food for our Thanksgiving Day 
Feast!

In Memory of 	 Given by
O. P. Akers	 Jack & Sandy Milliron
Tiffany Lawhorn Allen	 Mr & Mrs Jerry Ferguson
Bryce Allison	 Sharon Tapp
Don Alls	 Bias Family
Alan L. Amos	 A & A Environmental LLC
	 Virgina Truck Center
	 Edith Page Breakell
	 Carollyn M. Dean
	 Royce P. Foster
	 Mr. Billy W. Kingery
	 Carla H. Pickeral 
	 Rhonda C. Gusler,  
	 Ed Cronise, John C,  
	 Pam Brown, Jem Harman,  
	 Diane Law & Jim Bohn
	 Judy Shelton
	 Kip Connelly
Lucille Angle	 Glenn Angle
Mary Bilbra	 Linda & Joe Nelson
Ervin E Blankenship	 Alfred & Betty Jo Tuck
Blanche W. Blaydon	 Patricia W. Camper
Kenneth Borden	 Frances  Law
Rachel & Harley Bower	 Judy Bower
Alberta Brammer	 Larry & Debby Gibson
C. Ray Breedlove	 Johnson’s Orchards &  
	 Peaks of Otter Winery
Helen &Taylor Brown	 Donald Brown
Penny Brueckman	 Randy White
Bill B Bumgarner	 Marisa Smith
Bobby L. Camper	 Patricia W. Camper
Mr & Mrs W C Carper	 Melvin B Johnson
Phyllis Crawford	 Paula Vail
	 Jim & Peggy Garner
	 Julia Kelly
	 Gerald & Alma Eden
	 Margaret Grant & Gladys Thurman
Bernard H. Clark	 Jeanette M. Clark
Romaine Cline	 Donald J. & Lee Ann Monsour
Frank Cochran	 Edith Garst
Lavern Cooper	 Wanda Hartman
R. C. Conner	 Gary Conner
George Copenhaven	 Janice Copenhaver
Marvin Cronk	 Patricia Cronk
Alpha Davis	 The Schirmer Family
Walter Dewitt	 Sandra N. Dewitt
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In Memory of 	 Given by
Russell Elmore	 Barbara Booth
Don Forbes	 Carole Forbes
Bonnie Flinchum	 Gary Conner
Leann Foster	 Marvin Foster
Iris Gibson	 Larry & Debby Gibson
Luther Gibson	 Nellie M. Broce
Tommy Gills	 Wanda Gills
Darrell Gills	 Wanda Gills
Mr. and Mrs. A.T. Griffith	 Carlton & Nancy Griffith
Grace Gullen	 Jay & Rose Assenat
Raymond L Hall	 Carolyn H.  & Robert J Morris
Sam & Kitty Harris	 Marie H. Marshall
Joe Harrison	 Carson & Kathy Mills
James Harvey	 Nellie Ruth & Bill Simmerman
Mr & Mrs Claude Henderson	 Mr & Mrs Allan R. Kjeldsen
Liz Hodges	 Guy Kidd
Melvin J. Hubbard	 Kathleen Stuart
Luther Holdren	 Wallace O. Adcox
Ella McConnell	 Circle 4 2nd Presbyterian Church
Bill & Elsie Menefee Hylton	 Joanne Hylton Oliver
Leonard & Martha Ingram	 Harold L. Ingram
Lois Jackson	 Chip & Paula Vail
Megan A. Jennings	 George D. Jennings
Mr & Mrs J. M. Johnson	 Melvin B. Johnson
Thomas W. Johnson	 Carter’s Cabinet Shop
	 Calvin & Peggy Adams
	 Donald J. & Lee Ann Monsour
	 Sidney J. & Diane H Rosenbaum
	 Tim & Karen Shelton
	 Charlie Lex and Kelly Wright
Joyce Jones	 Donald Jones
Theressa Key	 Wanda Hartman
Minor Kasey’s Birthday	 Larry & Susan Richardson
Arthur Leonard	 Jane T. Leonard
Lessa M. Marsh	 Irvin R. Marsh
James L. & Louise C. Martin	 Joseph B. Camper
Don Matheny	 Karen S. Carter
Edward & Pearl McCarty	 Wendell R. McCarty
Dr Julien H. Meyer, SR	 Isabelle S. Thompson
Gary and Jimmy Michael	 James Michael
Mary Milan	 Betty Forbes
Mary H. Milan	 Florence Nero
Mildred & Clarence Milliron	 Jack & Sandy Milliron
Richard L. “Buddy” Mitchell Sr	 Betty Mitchell Children,  
	 Richard Mitchell, Jr. and Lynne



In Honor of 	 Given by
Jesus	 Mr Ralph H. Montgomery
Florence Akers	 Jack & Sandy Milliron
Roger Arnold and the staff at Protel	 Anonymous
Mrs Pat Basham	 Drew Gibbons
Ms Judy Bower	 Jerry & Charlotte McBride
Janie Chapman	 Paula & Chip Vail
John & Clarice Corell	 Jack & Sandy Milliron
Betty Michael Culpepper	 Marty & Mike Collingwood
Connie Guelich and the staff 
 at Guelich Capital Management	 Anonymous
Dot Law	 Paula & Chip Vail
Ted Griffin and the staff 
at Walters Printing	 Anonymous
Betty Hall	 Lois Sue Hash
Leah Hatcher	 Jalene Buck
Whitney Hatcher	 Jalene Buck 
Guyda Hedrick	 Lois Sue Hash
Mary Ann & Atwood Huff	 Lois Sue Hash
Mary Ann Huff	 Lois Sue Hash
Sarah Gibbons Kohler 	 Drew Gibbons
Mrs David Mundy	 Geraldine Brumberg and Crew
Tom Poulin	 Fay E. Poulin
Basil & Helen Owens	 Wayne & Kaye Hylton
Kyle Robinson	 Kathleen P. McKeever
Karen Smith	 Mr & Mrs James See
Ernestine Weeks	 Regina Young
Chad White and the  
Staff at ABS Technology	 Anonymous
Tony Williams	 Woody & Joyce Woodlief
All Mission Supporters	 Rodney G. &  
		  Connie Poindexter 
My Family	 Isabelle S Thompson
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In Memory of 	 Given by 
Maude Mueschler	 John H. Harris
John W. Naff	 Hazel D. Naff
Wilbur L. Newcomb	 Virginia Newcomb
Lorraine Noell	 Robert L. Noell
Mr. Conrad Nuttemeyer	 Anne & Noel Sipple
Ellen C. Owen	 Joann L. Stafford
Herb Peak	 Rita & Richard Cummins
Mary Peebles	 Patricia W. Witten
Buck & Nellie Peggans	 Pete & Margie Craghead
Nellie Peggans	 Pete & Margie Craghead
S.F.C. Roy C. Perdue	 Bonnie J. Perdue
Flora May Phillips	 Erna  F. Anderson
	 The Diners Club
	 Pat & Geri Tankersley
	 Nadine J. Young & Pamela Y. Petty
Walter Poff	 Richard Thockmorton 
Katherine Poole	 Ms Audrey Franklin
William Pritchett	 Royce Foster
Bill Pritchett	 Mary Jo Shannon
Mr & Mrs Alexis Radjou	 Peter Radjou
John P. Ramsey	 Maudie Ramsey
Mae Reisert	 Dorothy Skellington
Mr. and Mrs. E.H. Ryan	 Carlton & Nancy Griffith
Mary Ellen Sanders	 Joesph Sanders
Galen D. Saul	 Margaret H. Saul
Fritz & Elizabeth Scholz	 Mary Scholz
Bruce Seay	 Virgie Seay
Judy Riley Sink	 Mr. and Mrs. Jack A. Riley
	 Clyde B. Sink
Johnette Sowder	 Frances B. Manuel
Larimer Vaughan Stanley	 Mr & Mrs John W Stanley
Zelda Stanley	 Mary W. Boitnott
Eva St. Clair	 Fredrick A.StClair
Larry M. Tate	 Geraldine E. Tate
Raymond H. Tate	 Geraldine E. Tate
Mrs Teresa Witt Taylor	 Jerry & Charlotte McBride
William “McKinley” Taylor	 Authur & Melissa Wicker
Edith P. Tomlin	 Dianne T. Wingfield
Philip & Dot Townsend	 Lynette Martin
Luther Twist	 Eloise Twist
Carlton Walters	 Claire Walters
Father & Mother	 Shirley Sutphin
Buford Webster	 Bonnie Clayton
Christine M. White	 Mr & Mrs D. Blackwell Brown
L. J.  Whitmire	 Dorothy S. Whitmire

In Memory of 	 Given by 
Teresa M. Wiley	 Arthur & Melissa Wicker
Mary Sue Wilhelm	 Gayle W. Daniel
Mrs Jean Williams	 Jim & Sue Bishop
Mr Stewart Witt	 Jerry & Charlotte McBride
Larry Wray	 Paula & Chip Vail
Larry Yeatts	 James W. Elliott Jr
Wife & Family	 James C. Akers
Family & Friends	 Colleen F. Spradlin



Stellar One
Cox
WSLS 10

Comcast Spotlight
Fleet Feet Sports
ITT Engineered for Life
Carilion Clinic
Carter Media
Kroger
Spirit FM
K-92
Cindy Fendley CCM,  
    Bryan Musselwhite
    Poe & Cronk Real Estate Group
The Roanoke Times
Orvis
Sodexo
Church of the Holy Spirit 
Elizabeth Arden
EVE Network of the Rescue Mission
Friendship Retirement Community
Grand Home Furnishings
Lewis-Gale Medical Center  
Lionberger Construction Co.
Mariners Landing
Muncy Fine Photography
Pinkerton Chevrolet
Uptime Business Products�
Roanoke District Virginia Conference  
      United Methodist Church 
The Wadsworth Group at  
    Morgan Stanley Smith Barney
Frith, Anderson & Peake, PC
Lenk Orthodontics

Oakey’s Funeral Service & Crematory
Rowe Furniture
All Star Impressions
Allied Waste
Allstate Insurance Company
BB&T, BB&T Insurance Services
Branch Management Company
Coca-Cola Bottling Company
Cornerstone Builders
Ben Hartman, Financial Advisor, 
 Edward Jones
Elegant Portraits
Elk Hill Advisors
Goodman & Company, CPAs
Guelich Capital Management, LLC
Lamar Outdoor Advertising
Bill Langston Pewter
Long & Foster REALTORS
Member One Federal Credit Union
Natural Awakenings
Roanoke Gas Company
Roanoke Star-Sentinel
Jack St. Clair, Inc.
St. Marks  United Methodist Church
       Daleville
Second Presbyterian Church
United Security & Control Systems
Western Virginia Water Authority
Wheeler’s Fast Service Laundry
Woods Rogers PLC, Attorneys at Law
Woods Service Center
|AECOM	 Bella
Brenntag SE	 John Carlin
CEI Roanoke	 Keltech
Plastics One	 Play by Play
Senior News	 Tidy Services
Trane	 Valley Bank

Drumstick Dash 2010

Move  your feet so others can EAT!

THANKYOU!  
2010 Drumstick Dash Sponsors!

Meals and More...
These numbers represent lives changed through God’s 
blessings and your generosity!
	 October 2010	 YTD 2010
Meals served	 28,032	 265,268

Shelter nights	 9,821	 91,739

Clothing items provided	 2,486	 21,368

Professions of faith	 100	 640

Volunteer hours 	 8,638	 67,424

Class hours of instruction	 1,572	 22,655

Clinic patient visits	 1,219	 11,692

Value of healthcare provided	 207,562	 $1,963,010

Case management visits	 555	 4,515

Legal clinic visits	 2	 26

A Child is Born... Continued on back page

briefly it was as if his life was but a single breath.

On that day another Mission worker sang a spiritual, His Eye is 
on the Sparrow.  All nine of us, who surrounded that tiny casket 
holding our sparrow child, understood in a new way the lyrics:   

“..when songs give place to sighing, 

when hope within me dies…”

But neither the song nor our God left us there.  The song continued:

“Let not your heart be troubled, His tender word I hear,

And resting on His goodness, I lose my doubts and fears;

Though by the path He leadeth, but one step I may see;

His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me.”

Some would see this as sentimental pabulum, but for those of us 
who were there that day , and will be here today and again tomorrow, 
we know it is true.  

Our friend, Bennan Manning wrote that sometimes all we can do is 
“whisper a doxology into the darkness.”  On that day our presence 
in the face of such loss was a doxology.

This is what I know.  In the darkest of days, it is good to remember 
that the song is not yet finished.  It is good to be reminded that 
Christmas is still all about babies.   And that a Christmas Baby-no 
matter how brief his time among us – is one way we affirm God’s 
opinion:  life is good and hope is real. 

Wish List
Diapers: Size 6, Newborn

Tampons 
Toothbrushes 

Spray on Deodorant
Shaving Cream and Razors

Chapstick
$5 fast food gift cards
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