
Will you join us by offering 
more than hope? 
By C. Lee Clark, Rescue Mission CEO

One of the greatest blessings at your 
Rescue Mission is witnessing impact 
in both big ways and small ones.

Recently, I was standing near our main 
entrance waiting to meet a young man 
who wanted to learn more about the 
Rescue Mission. As I waited, a woman 
hurried through the doors, visibly 
overwhelmed and out of breath.

When our receptionist asked how 
she was doing, she paused for a 
moment and quietly replied, “I’m 
trying to be okay.”

Then she shared her story.

The apartment where she had been 
staying had been cleared out, and 
she had lost nearly everything she 
owned. At the same time, she had 
just been accepted into a recovery 
treatment program that would provide 
housing and help her begin again.

“But all the clothes I have,” she said 

softly, “are what I’m wearing.”

Her requests were simple: underwear, 
a change of clothes, and maybe a skirt 
she could wear to church on Sunday.

Our receptionist immediately 
responded, “Let me walk with you 
over to our voucher store and we’ll 
see what we can do today. Then we’ll 
get you set up with a voucher card for 
additional clothing as you need it.”

I stood there watching grace in action.

One person’s kindness provided far 
more than clothing. It offered dignity, 
encouragement, hope, and the 
reminder that someone cared.

Your Mission team lives out these 
moments every day and every night 
as they meet people where they are 
and offer tangible kindness in the 
middle of adversity.

We often celebrate the big impacts—
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and we should. In this newsletter, 
Matt shares part of his journey 
from active addiction to becoming 
a loving father and husband, roles 
he once believed he would never 
experience. That transformation 
is powerful.

But when you look closely, 
life-changing impact is almost 
always built through hundreds 
of smaller moments:

a warm welcome,
a meal served with a smile,
a safe place to sleep,
a hot shower,
clean clothes,
a listening ear,
a ride to an appointment,
encouragement to take the next 
right step.

At your Rescue Mission, these 
small moments often become 
the foundation for lasting change.

From there, the blessings continue 
to grow through access to medical 
care, recovery support, case 
management, job training, and 
housing resources. The major 

milestone of moving from 
homelessness into stable housing 
is usually preceded by hundreds 
of faithful, everyday acts of care 
and consistency.

It seems to me this is part of what 
it means to follow Christ.

So many of us have experienced 
thousands of small moments of 
grace throughout our lives—acts 
of kindness that quietly surround 
us until we realize how deeply we 
are loved by God and by others.

Some people live daily surrounded 
by these blessings. Others are 
simply trying to be okay.

This Father’s Day season reminds 
us how deeply people long for 
stability, encouragement, belonging, 
and love. Strong fathers, mentors, 
families, and communities are 
often built the same way lives are 
restored—through consistent 
acts of grace over time.

Together, we can help hold one 
another up in faith, goodness, 
mercy, and love.

Will you join us in offering more 
than hope?

Together, let’s create a movement 
of kindness by sharing Christ’s love 
in hundreds of small ways each day. 
When we do, God multiplies those 
moments into impacts far greater 
than we could ever imagine.

Just like in Matt’s life.

And just like in the lives of the more 
than 200 men, women, and children 
currently staying in Emergency 
Shelter at your Rescue Mission.

This month, will you join the 
kindness movement by 
volunteering and giving?

Every volunteer hour and every 
gift helps create life-changing 
impact for people who simply need 
someone to walk beside them and 
remind them they are not alone.

Whether you are simply trying 
to be okay, or overflowing with 
blessings, I am grateful for you.  
Thank you for joining us on 
this journey.

Volunteers: The Heart of the Rescue Mission

Food drive donations from the youth at 
Raleigh Court United Methodist Church.

Volunteers serving at the Bless My Sole 
event.

Heights Community Church helping us 
during meal service.



More Than Hope: When God Rewrites the Story
By Lisa Thompson, Rescue Mission Development Director

Matt never thought he would live 
long enough to build a life worth 
fighting for.

For years, addiction controlled 
everything. Alcohol came first, then 
pills, meth, chaos, homelessness, 
broken relationships, anger, 
and despair. What began as 
experimentation eventually 
became a prison that stole his 
peace, his purpose, and nearly 
his future.

“I never thought I’d make it to 
the age I was when I came into 
recovery,” Matt shared. “My life 
was a disaster.”

But even in the darkest moments, 
God was pursuing him.

One night, overwhelmed by 
the emptiness around him and 
exhausted from the chaos of 
addiction, Matt finally broke down 
crying and prayed a desperate 
prayer: “God, I cannot do this 
anymore. I don’t know what 
faith is. I need You to show me.”

The very next morning, everything 
changed.

After a probation violation landed 
him in jail, Matt was unexpectedly 
released with nowhere to go. 
Through a series of God-ordained 
moments, he was connected to the 
Way Forward Recovery Program at 
the Rescue Mission. One week later, 
he arrived ready for a fresh start.

For the first time in his life, Matt 
found structure, stability, and 
people who truly understood his 
struggle. “I was surrounded by 
people who met me where I was 
and helped me grow,” he said. 
“They gave me a start — the one I 
always wanted but never thought 
would happen.” Through Bible 
studies, accountability, and 
honest conversations, he began 
to understand grace, mercy, 
and love in a way he never 
had before.

The Way Forward program 
became more than recovery. 
It became family.

And then God brought someone 
else into his life.

Jenn’s path to addiction began 
after the overdose death of a close 
friend. What started with pain pills 
eventually spiraled into years of 
addiction, homelessness, gambling, 
and hopelessness in Las Vegas. But 
God wasn’t finished writing her 
story either.

After returning home to Virginia, 
Jenn met Matt at a recovery 
meeting. What began as friendship 
slowly became something 
deeper — two broken people 
healing together through faith, 
honesty, and hope. 

Matt laughs when he remembers 
the first time he saw her walk into 
a meeting. “I leaned over to a 
friend and said, ‘I’m going to 
marry that girl one day.’”

Today, the two share something 
they once believed was impossible: 
peace, stability, faith… and a 
beautiful baby girl named Adelyn.
Continued on next page u



IN MEMORY OF	 GIVEN BY For Memory and Honor Gifts received  
April 14 through May 12In Memory & Honor of...

IN MEMORY OF	 GIVEN BY
Eula J. Anderson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Bobby E. Anderson
Darlene Neely Arnold  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                Jack R. Arnold
Susan Bamford . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Thomas Bamford
Mervin Brower . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Blanche A. Brower
Jalene Buck . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          Ann Hatcher
Mary Lee Burnette  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Yvonne B. Linton
Shannon Thomas Burton . . . . . . . . . . . . .             Michael & Patricia Abbott
Shannon Thomas Burton . . . . . . . . . . . . .             Christopher T. McCarty
Virginia F. Campbell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Odessa C. Poff
Harry E. Campbell, Sr. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                James L. Campbell
Aaron Conner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Ken & Patsy Conner
James & Ruth Downs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Phillip L. Downs
Kathleen Goode Eller . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                Dorothy C. Eller
Benjamin Emerson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Robert A. Emerson
Joy Falls  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             Glady E. Falls
Edith L. Flora . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         Richard & Sarah Glass
Wilford C. Flora . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Richard & Sarah Glass
Ryan Fort . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            Jane Fort
Kim Gembala . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Helen Ferguson
Kim Gembala . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Brenda G. Allen
Gracie L. Glass  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Richard & Sarah Glass
William A. Glass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Richard & Sarah Glass
Eleanor Goad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Nancy Campbell & Linda Harris
Lillie Goins . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           Glenna E. Goins
Thelma Hanvey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Donnie & Thelma Hanvey
Robert & Sadie Hardy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                Myrtle Smith
Kyle J. Harmon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Chris Lehman
Lois M. Hawthorne . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Albert & Lori Ponton
Laura Huffman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       James F. Huffman
Forest Jackson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Dorothy C. Eller
Sheryl Johnson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Steve Johnson
Julia Johnston  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Linda J. Hogan
Rev. Clyde B. Lehman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                Chris Lehman
Buck & Opal Mays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Debra M. Burgess
Ralph & Daphne McNiel . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              Carol M. Clower
Rebecca Menefee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Craig S. Menefee
Robert "Irvin" Menefee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Craig S. Menefee

Bonnie Menefee  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Craig S. Menefee
Martha Wertz Meredith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              Jill M. Vincent
Arnold & Christine Naff . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Darryl & Beckie Naff
Ron Nash . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            Mary A. Nash
Neita Kraus  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          Richard W. Davis
Dan & Beulah Nelms  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Richard L. Nelms
Shelby Nemeth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Dewey & Jacqueline Siler
Janie N. Patterson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Gracie M. Wilson
Jo Ann Perry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         Donald H. Hungate
Mike Persinger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Glenna E. Goins
Mike Persinger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Betty L. Kemper
Darlene Rice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         Thomas A. Rice
Sukh Dev Seth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Charlotte B. Seth
Michael B. Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Myrtle Smith
Vic & Dot Thomas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    William & Robin Thomas
Declan Torry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         Randolph & Victoria Smith
Phyllis Witt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          Barbara Howell
Louise Zimmerman  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Craig S. Menefee
Harold Zimmerman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Craig S. Menefee
Mary Zimmerman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Robert Zimmerman
Dan Zuro  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            William & Lynette Martin
Curt & Lee's Pennies-A-Mile  . . . . . . . . . .          Jabez & Brenda Beckner, Sr.

IN HONOR OF	 GIVEN BY
Bonnie Apgar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Mary Apgar
Jonathan & Bonnie Apgar . . . . . . . . . . . .            Mary Ellen Apgar
Vivian Grace Apgar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Jonathan & Bonnie Apgar
Kristy Dillard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         Kristy D. Haynes
Betty Jean Durrette  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Douglas & Deborah Leftwich
Mary Guilliams . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       William & Teresa Richards
Barbara Haymaker  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Irene I. Lantz
Lindsey Jacobsen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Anne J. Smith
Clint Pendleton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Kyle Edgell
Suzi Perdue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          Sheila Harrison
Marie Ponton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Albert & Lori Ponton
Mary Williams . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        James P. "Pat" Williams
Seekers Class Grandin Court 
Baptist Church . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Ed & Janice Murray

In Memory and Honor gifts can be given at rescuemission.net/donate

“There was a time we didn’t know 
if we would survive addiction,” 
Jenn shared. “Now we spend 
our days rocking a baby to sleep, 
building a home, and thanking 
God for this miracle.”

When Matt holds Adelyn, 
everything changes. “This life is 
better than anything I could have 
ever dreamed of.”

At the Rescue Mission, recovery is 

about so much more than sobriety.

It’s about fathers getting a 
second chance. It’s about broken 
lives being restored. It’s about 
babies growing up surrounded 
by love instead of chaos. It’s about 
introducing hurting people to the 
transforming hope of Jesus Christ.

Because someone gave…
Matt found recovery.
Jenn found hope.

And Adelyn gets to grow up in a 
safe, loving home.

There are still men and women 
walking through our doors today 
believing their story can never 
change. But Matt and Jenn are 
living proof that God specializes 
in redemption.

Your compassion, your gifts, and 
your prayers help make miracles 
like this possible.

u Continued from last page
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The Donation Center 
421 Fourth St. SE, 
Roanoke, VA
Mon. – Sat. 9:00am - 5:00pm

Behind 2nd Helpings
3425 Orange Ave. NE, 
Roanoke, VA
Mon. – Sat. 9:00am - 5:00pm

OR call us to schedule a residential pick-up: 540-343-7227

Your donation will 
help provide food, 
shelter, and medical
care for those in need.

Donate To Us!
Every Item Makes a Difference.

THERE'S ALWAYS A WAY TO GIVE!
•	 MAIL: Donations can be mailed to: P.O. Box 11525, Roanoke, VA 24022. 
	 You are welcome to use the self addressed envelope included in this newsletter.

•	 GIVE ONLINE: Visit our website at rescuemission.net/donate

•	 WISH LIST ITEMS
	 - Updated wish list items can always be found on our website under Immediate 
	    Needs or the Mission's Amazon Wish List
	 - Items can be dropped off in Reception, Monday - Saturday, 8am - 6pm

•	 SIGN UP FOR BREAD, BEDS, AND MEDS: Become a monthly donor and help provide 
	  life-changing resources for our shelter guests. Visit rescuemission.net/monthly-giving 
	  for more information.

•	 VOLUNTEER YOUR TIME: Volunteers are vital to the Mission’s daily operations. 
	 There are many ways to get involved. Visit rescuemission.net/volunteer

•	 SPREAD THE WORD: Tell everyone you know about the Rescue Mission of Roanoke 
	  and the services we provide. If you would like to learn more, we have tours every 
	  Monday at 12:00 Noon.
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GET INVOLVED TODAY

DONATE ONLINE

Rescue Mission of Roanoke Inc.
P.O. Box 11525
Roanoke, Virginia 24022-1525
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– Donation Envelope Inside –

} DONATE
Go to RescueMission.net and 
click on the “Donate” button

} VOLUNTEER
Sign up to volunteer at: 
RescueMission.net/Volunteer

Contact our volunteer department at: 
Volunteer.info@RescueMission.net

} SHOP
• 2nd Helpings is located at the following locations:
  - 3425 Orange Ave NE, Roanoke, VA 24012
  - 1505 Williamson Rd NE, Roanoke, VA 24012

• Go to our Online Store: 
   ebay.com/str/roanokerescuemission

He loved you well. Love others in his name.

Honor Him This Father's Day
This June, give a gift to the Rescue Mission of Roanoke in honor — or 
in memory — of the man who shaped you. Your gift will provide meals, 
shelter, and hope to our neighbors in their greatest hour of need.

GIVE IN HIS HONOR
Celebrate a dad, grandfather, or mentor still walking beside you

GIVE IN HIS MEMORY
Keep his legacy alive through a gift that feeds and restores

MAKE YOUR GIFT TODAY: rescuemission.net/donate/ or 
call (540) 777-7683 and let us know who you're honoring.


