
Every Person Has a Story 
By C. Lee Clark, Rescue Mission CEO

One of the greatest privileges I have 
is sitting down with the graduates of 
our Way Forward Recovery Program 
to hear their stories.

While every journey is different, I 
came away from recent conversations 
with one overwhelming thought:

The Way Forward Recovery Program 
isn't simply producing graduates. It's 
helping people begin a new story.

At the Rescue Mission, our Way 
Forward Recovery Program is much 
more than helping people stop using 
drugs or alcohol. It is a long-term, 
Christ-centered journey that combines 
recovery support, counseling, life 
skills, accountability, discipleship, 
and compassionate relationships 
to help men and women rebuild 
their lives from the inside out.

Shereen arrived at the Rescue Mission 
after seven years of meth addiction. 
Looking back, she says, "I prayed for 
a lifeline."

Rachel had experienced years of 
homelessness and addiction before 
realizing she didn't have to have all 
the answers. Recovery began when 
she became willing to ask for help 
and take life one day at a time.

Barry came to us carrying tremendous 
grief after the death of his fiancée. 
What changed his life wasn't just 
finding a recovery program—it was 
finding people who believed in him 
before he fully believed in himself.

Daniel shared a statement I haven't 
been able to forget: "Addiction lies 
to you in your own voice." Through 
recovery, he learned to build the tools 
and relationships needed to recognize 
those lies and choose a different path.

Those aren't just memorable quotes.

They're the moments each person's 
story began to change.

Every day, people arrive believing that 
their past will define their future.
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• Diapers
• Wipes
• Women’s Underwear
• Bras

For information on 
our Immediate Needs 
or to donate items from 
our Amazon Wish List 
go to rescuemission.net/
immediate-needs

Immediate Needs

Contact Us
402 4th Street SE, 
Roanoke, VA 24013
rescuemission.net
(540) 343-7227

Social Media
To see more photos or learn 
more about the Rescue 
Mission, check us out on



Every Person Has a Story 
Continued from front page

Because of your prayers, your 
volunteering, and your generous 
support, they discover something 
different.

They discover that, through Christ, 
hope is real, healing is possible, 
and a new story can begin.

Today, those stories continue 
to unfold. Barry has returned to 
work and is saving for a car and 
an apartment. Daniel has moved 
into sober living housing and is 
preparing for a career helping 
others find recovery. Rachel is 

rebuilding her career with the 
support of our Recovery Coaches 
and Care Team Advisors, while 
Shereen has been reunited with 
her parents after years apart and 
is taking her next steps toward 
a healthy future.

Recovery isn't measured only 
by the day someone graduates. 
It's measured by what happens 
afterward—families reunited, 
meaningful work restored, stable 
housing secured, and graduates 
becoming mentors for the next 
person beginning the journey.

The Way Forward Recovery Program 
doesn’t end at graduation.

It opens the door to a new 
beginning.

You have the opportunity to become 
part of these stories. Through your 
prayers, your generosity, and your 
willingness to serve, you help men 
and women discover that a new 
beginning is possible.

Thank you for standing with us. 
Together, we are changing lives—
one story at a time.

We are beyond grateful to everyone who generously 
helped us reach our goal during our July Matching Gift 
Campaign. We truly couldn’t do this work without you!

To all who give, volunteer, and keep us in your prayers 
every day - thank you from the bottom of our hearts. 
Your compassion makes a world of difference, and 
we’re so blessed to have you by our side.

Together, we’re making a positive impact every day.

Thank You!

rescuemission.net



Hope Starts with Care By Lisa Thompson, Rescue Mission Development Director

When someone walks through 
the doors of the Rescue Mission, 
they often arrive carrying far more 
than a backpack or a suitcase. They 
carry grief, uncertainty, loneliness, 
and the weight of life's hardest 
moments.

For Rhonda, the Rescue Mission's 
new Care Team Manager, helping 
guests begins with something 
simple: listening. A Licensed 
Clinical Social Worker (LCSW) 
with years of experience serving 
individuals facing complex 
challenges, Rhonda brings both 
professional expertise and a 
compassionate heart to her role. 
Before joining the Rescue Mission, 
she spent her career helping people 
in Southwest Virginia and in Uganda 
navigate crisis, trauma, and life 
transitions — experience that guides 
her leadership of the Care Team.

"One of our goals is to help people 
feel seen and heard," Rhonda says. 
"When that happens, we often 
watch people go from being guarded 
and withdrawn to opening up 

about their needs, their goals, and 
their hopes for the future."

The Care Team serves as a bridge 
between crisis and stability, 
helping guests obtain identification, 
access healthcare, connect with 
employment and housing resources, 
apply for benefits, and navigate 
community services. But Rhonda 
believes the most important thing 
they offer can't be found on a 
checklist.

"It's hope," she says. "We want 
every person who visits the Care 
Team to know they're not alone. 
We're not here to fix people — 
we're here to walk alongside them."

One guest recently met with the 
Care Team to discuss the challenges 
he was facing. As Rhonda listened 
to his story, she learned he was 
gradually losing his eyesight, had 
no close family nearby, and felt 
there was little left to look forward 
to. During that conversation, the 
Care Team began exploring 
assisted living options closer to 
his hometown and invited him 

back to continue developing a plan 
for his future.

"In the span of about an hour," 
Rhonda recalls, "you could see 
hope begin to return."

Every day, the Care Team witnesses 
lives being transformed — not 
because every problem is solved 
immediately, but because someone 
takes the time to listen, pray, 
encourage, and remind each guest 
that they are loved and valued.

Being the Hands and 
Feet of Christ

Every day, hurting hearts walk 
through our doors searching 
for hope.

Through your prayers, generosity, 
and compassion, you are part of 
God's work of restoring lives. 
Together, we are showing every 
guest that they are deeply loved, 
valued, and never forgotten.

Thank you for helping us bring 
hope to those who need it most.

Our prayer is that 
every guest walks 
out our door 
knowing they 
have hope, that 
they are loved, and 
that God hasn't 
forgotten them."
—Rhonda, LCSW
      Care Team Manager



IN MEMORY OF	 GIVEN BY For Memory and Honor Gifts received  
June 11 through July 10In Memory & Honor of...

IN MEMORY OF	 GIVEN BY
Ed Adams . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           Carl M. Adams
James E. Atkinson, Sr. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pamela Atkinson Roane
Harry Ray Atkinson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Pamela Atkinson Roane
Keemer Atkinson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pamela Atkinson Roane
Ted & Lorena Bauer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  David & Debbie Bauer
Jalene Buck . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          Ann Hatcher
G. Raymond Campbell  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Reba Odessa Poff
Harry E. Campbell, Sr. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                James L. Campbell
Fred Clark . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           Larry & Donna Forrester
Aaron Conner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Ken & Patsy Conner
James & Ruth Downs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Phillip L. Downs
Benjamin Emerson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Robert A. Emerson
Frank Fitzpatrick  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Thomas F. Fitzpatrick
Reed Forrester . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Larry & Donna Forrester
Ralph Guilliams . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Edward & Janice Murray
Thelma Hanvey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Donnie & Randall Hanvey
Kyle J. Harmon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Chris Lehman
David T. Harris, Sr.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Mark J. Harris
Frank Staley Hester, Jr. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                Randy & Vicky Smith
John & Rosemary Hitchins . . . . . . . . . . . .            John G. Hitchins, Jr.
Laura Huffman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       James F. Huffman
Diane Hyatt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          James Wayne Hyatt
Sheryl Johnson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Steve Johnson
Betty Kemper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Glenna E. Goins
Rev. Clyde B. Lehman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                Chris Lehman
Ricahrd Ludlow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Kyra Ludlow
Buck & Opal Mays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Debra M. Burgess
David Adam McKelvey  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Joe & Kathy McKelvey
Rebecca Menefee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Craig S. Menefee
Bonnie Menefee  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Craig S. Menefee
Robert "Irvin" Menefee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Craig S. Menefee
Marshall Mundy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Doris J. Rogers
Ed "Jake" Murray . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Edward & Janice Murray
Arnold & Christine Naff . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Darryl & Beckie Naff
Dan & Beulah Nelms  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Richard L. Nelms

Hubert & Katherine Overacre . . . . . . . . .         David & Debbie Bauer
Ron & Pat Peterson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Ronnie & Betty Love
Darlene Rice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         Thomas A. Rice
Joseph F. Roane . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Pamela Atkinson Roane
Paul Michael Roane . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Pamela Atkinson Roane
Joseph F. Roane . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Pamela Atkinson Roane
Michael Roane . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Pamela Atkinson Roane
The Rowlands . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Ardath G. Kidd
Leonard N. Rutherford, Sr. . . . . . . . . . . . .            Pamela Atkinson Roane
Janice M. Rutherford . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Pamela Atkinson Roane
Charlie F. Rutherford  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Pamela Atkinson Roane
James H. Spitz  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Brunhilde Spitz
Edna J. Streeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Sarah Streeks Lipps
Everett Sutphin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Larry & Donna Forrester
Staci Lynn Svenson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  William S. Womack
Dolly Swartzel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Gladys E. Falls
Fred Swisher . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         David, Lou Ann & Jean Swisher
Paula Vail . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            William David Pilkenton
Tommy Wagner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Ingrid Webb
Marcie Williams . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Robert & Mildred Poff
Louise Zimmerman  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Craig S. Menefee
Harold Zimmerman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Craig S. Menefee
Dan Zuro  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            William & Lynette Martin
Curt & Lee's Pennies-A-Mile  . . . . . . . . . .          Jabez & Brenda Beckner, Sr.

IN HONOR OF	 GIVEN BY
Emily Bell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            Kathleen P. Vasquez
Betty Jean Durrette  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  David & Sharon Hunt
Ernest Durrette  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      David & Sharon Hunt
Julie Chapman Ewald  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                Frank H. Ewald
Kenneth Malloch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Rosemarie Malloch Dillon
Joe Moses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           Sheila Joan Schoendorfer
Leonard N. Rutherford, Jr.  . . . . . . . . . . . .            Pamela Atkinson Roane
Randall Shrewsberry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Letha C. Ratcliff
Dr. Stanley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           Sheila Joan Schoendorfer
Tom Tomberlin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Judy B. Tomberlin

In Memory and Honor gifts can be given at rescuemission.net/donate

Interested in helping our guests and participants spread their wings and fly? 
The Butterfly Fund exists for this purpose alone.

The Butterfly Fund opens doors for people at the Rescue Mission to help them grow 
towards self-sufficiency. The funds support training and other opportunities that will 
help make individuals more employable and/or strengthen an individual’s support system.

Shelter guests and recovery participants are eligible to use the funds. Give today and help 
someone spread their wings. 

The Butterfly Fund
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Take a tour of the Rescue 
Mission! Every Monday 

at 12:00 Noon

402 4th Street SE, Roanoke, VA 24013
(540) 343-7227

THERE'S ALWAYS A WAY TO GIVE!
•	 MAIL: Donations can be mailed to: P.O. Box 11525, Roanoke, VA 24022. 
	 You are welcome to use the self addressed envelope included in this newsletter.

•	 GIVE ONLINE: Visit our website at rescuemission.net/donate

•	 WISH LIST ITEMS
	 - Updated wish list items can always be found on our website under Immediate 
	    Needs or the Mission's Amazon Wish List
	 - Items can be dropped off in Reception, Monday - Saturday, 8am - 6pm

•	 SIGN UP FOR BREAD, BEDS, AND MEDS: Become a monthly donor and help provide 
	  life-changing resources for our shelter guests. Visit rescuemission.net/monthly-giving 
	  for more information.

•	 VOLUNTEER YOUR TIME: Volunteers are vital to the Mission’s daily operations. 
	 There are many ways to get involved. Visit rescuemission.net/volunteer

•	 SPREAD THE WORD: Tell everyone you know about the Rescue Mission of Roanoke 
	  and the services we provide. If you would like to learn more, we have tours every 
	  Monday at 12:00 Noon.



Go to DrumstickDASH.net to sign up!
Can’t Participate? VOLUNTEER!

We are in need of volunteers for Course 
Marshalls, Crowd Control, Packet Pickup 

and more! Visit the DrumstickDash.net 
website and go to Volunteer.

QUESTIONS? Contact us at dash@rescuemission.net
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Register Now!

MOVE YOUR FEET SO OTHERS CAN EAT!

DRUMSTICK DASH
The Rescue Mission of Roanoke

PRESENTED BY

Register Now! 5K Run / Family Walk
Thanksgiving Morning

Your participation directly supports the Rescue 
Mission of Roanoke and its life-changing services for

 those battling homelessness, poverty, and addiction.
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GET INVOLVED TODAY

DONATE ONLINE

Rescue Mission of Roanoke Inc.
P.O. Box 11525
Roanoke, Virginia 24022-1525
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} DONATE
Go to RescueMission.net and 
click on the “Donate” button

} VOLUNTEER
Sign up to volunteer at: 
RescueMission.net/Volunteer

Contact our volunteer department at: 
Volunteer.info@RescueMission.net

} SHOP
• 2nd Helpings is located at the following locations:
  - 3425 Orange Ave NE, Roanoke, VA 24012
  - 1505 Williamson Rd NE, Roanoke, VA 24012

• Go to our Online Store: 
   ebay.com/str/roanokerescuemission
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